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used the term to refer to analogues of fentanyl, 
a powerful synthetic opioid used in hospitals. 
One could use this substance only in controlled 
hospital settings. Henderson reported that an 
analogue of fentanyl, alpha-methylfentanyl, 
was being sold on the street as “China white”— 
synthetic heroin. The problem was that pros-
ecuting the individuals selling this substance 
was not possible given the limitations of the 
Controlled Substances Act:111

The Controlled Substances Act, as it was 
originally enacted, contained an unfore-
seen but, as it turned out, major flaw. It 
was very specific in describing the drugs 
within its several schedules. Unfortunately 
for the drug enforcement community, 
underground chemists, or cookers, had 

• Drug-defined crimes involve the sale and/or possession of an illegal substance.

Two offenders 
were convicted of 
manufacturing and 
distributing synthetic 
cannabinoids sold in 
packages with brand 
names such as “Scooby 
Snax” and “Bizarro.”
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